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There has been blanket condemnation
of the receat order by President Jagdeo
that CNE & television should be closed
for four months. Polstical parties, press
groups, trade unions, the human rights
association and other groups have all
denounced the move. A group of
Christian pastors is currently meeting
to discuss the issue and are expécted
to issue a statement shortly,

CNS &’ licence was suspended because
he aired a commentary on the station
last July which was imerpretod by some
as having the poteatial of inciting
religicus intolerance in Guyana. The

commentary was also aired on HBTV 2.

Mr Mike McCormack, Executive member of
the Guyana Human Rights Agsociation
(GHRA) told the Catholic Standard that the
GHRA is preparing a full statement on the
issuc which would also be out shortly. In an
invited comment he said that he felt several
issucs were embodied in the Sharma
suspensinn The first ha caid was the way in
which powers which should be appropriately
exercised by tho court are bemg execufive
President. “If Mr Sharma stqlpedmxtofhne
in any serious way this should be dealt with
by an independent tribunal or by the courts.”
He noted 1t wae not 3 systematic breach and

Marians Urged to maintain ‘balance’

The necessity for students to strive to
maintain a balance between curmeulum
and co-curricular activities and also in
the arca of thetr mental and emotional
lives was stressed by both the Principal
of Marian Academy and the guest
speaker at the school’s twelith prize
giving ceremony held on Monday.
Manian Academy can be justifiably very
proud of its c(msrstenﬂ_vhxgh academic
standards and achievements thnmghoul
itz history. There has also been growing
participation and successes by the
students of that school in a mumber of
m co- curncular aclivitics related to
sports, the environment, music,
community sexvice, dance and amtmber
of others. These are also held to be very
_ important to the wider education of the
~ young men and women as they provide
the opportunity to develop physical and
mental skills, leadership, coordnation,
and fitness and to leam concepts related
to ieam-work and character
enhancement in a fun, structured and
At Monday's prize piving ceremony

Z8th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS
Sunr 9th October: 07:30 hrs
Mass at Holy Rosary

| Wed 12th October: 17:00 hrs Meet |

Diocesan Financial Council

Thurs 13th October; 18:00 hrs
Confirmation at Meadow Bank

Sat 15th October: 13:00 hirs
Catechists” course at Fatima Parish
Sun 16th October: 08:00 hrs Mass
at Holy Spirit. Meet Confirmaton
Candudates

|+ Francizs Allevne. SR 1

head mistress of Marian Academy. Ursuling

Sister Maric Harper sent a strong reminder
that the school emphasizos the importance of
providing and maintaining balance during the
school life of every student.

She also pomted cul that while the leaming
mstitution was blessed with wonderful facilities
and surroundings, it was unfortunate that same
studesis are not actually taking the time to

neither enjoy nor participate in the many ¢o

curnicula activities.
In delivering the principal’s report at the
proceedings which were held in the school’s

Pleass turn to page 7

described 1t as “extreme” that a sim;
breadcast should evoke the possibility
of the station being suspended, ;
M: MeaeCormack also focls tha
aceruing powers of this kind to
President renders presadential poll
Dfall lﬂndS mbﬂﬁaﬂtlaﬂy undemocral
“The President’s party is a di
beneficiary from the cxercise of p
in this way-nrad that should not be
case’, he said. s
The Joint Opposition Political Parlies
(JOPP) also tssued 3 statcment
that along with the relisious commn
civil society and the trades un
movermend, they wish 0 cxpress thy
deep disappointment with (he
suspension of the broadcasting licens
of CNS 6 for a period of four months
“We belisve that the frivolo
explanation proffered by the Presid

15 mdended 1o cloud the real mient

behind the suspeasion. the siencing of
all voices of dissent. The very fact tha
the controversial Yisira commients
was also aired on ancshior channe!

no such action was “suen agamst I
channel. evidences tho soality that

612 the vichm of sustained Gover
harassment and persecunion.

given the fact that this controv
commgniary is currently cngagmng the

Fiease turn io back page

Rising fr'om the ashes

Work,mn last week mmpleted the erecung of the steel rame of the ne
Sacred Heart Church as work on the project continued. The next step in
this phase of the reconstruction works would be affixing the roof ,
Members of the building committee say they are still far from the target g

$85 million to complete this segment of the reconstruction and are s
hooing mara genarmus dannre will ramea farararet



THE SUSPENSION OF CHANNEL B

. Pope Banedict XV1 started his recent speech to the

Partiament of German ith a | :
Serpture. ¥ with a brief story from sacred

“In the First Book of the Kings, it is recounted that
-God Invited the young King Solomon, on his accessi;n
to the throne, to make a request. What will the
vnungm?l'eras&foratthiSIM" nt EATHDL'E
moment’ Success - wealth - fon
fife - destruction of bis enemias? 2 Editor:

Colin Smith<

“He choosss none of these things.
Instead, he asks for a listening heart
*- S0 that he may govern God's people,
and discarn batween good and evil
{cf. 1 Kings 3:9). Through this
story, the Bible wants to tell us what should ultimately
matter for a politician. His fundamental criterion and
the motivation for his work as a politician must not
be success, and certainly not material gain.
“POIRICS rmiust be & striving for justies, and hance it
has to establish the fundamental preconditicns for
peace. Naturally a politician will seek success, as
this is what opens up for hirn the possibility of
effective political action. Yel success is subordinated
to the criterion of justice, to the will to do what is
. right, and to the understanding of what is right.
“Suceess can also be seductive and thus Can open
up the path tawards thea falsification of what 1s rignt,
towards the destruction of justice. ‘Without justice
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Little interest is focuged on wha ie rezponsible for any activity
untl something goes wrong, then the search is to identify who
should be answerable,
Hesponsibility is hnked to the role a person has 1o play. Given
the situation that persons have diffevent roles in life, responsibility
will vary and maybe inconsistent. With responsibality there 14
authonty and accountability, Two kinds of responsibility arc
nosmally acknowledged:
ACTIVE RESPONSIBILITY - is responsiblility before
~ gomething has happened and the person actually responsible is
expected to act insuch a manner that undesired consequences
are avoided as rmuch as possible. The chance for positive
congequences must be big as possible.
PARSIVE RESPONSIBILITY - i= applicable after something
undesirable has happened. So, if you are passively responsiblc
you nesd to be able to justity vour actions.
To hald someone passively responsible, four conditions usually
apply-  'WRONG DOING
 Responsible behaviour is often sought and measured against
acceptable norms or codes of conduct. 'We all have responsibility
~ which vary, but have the cammon element of complyving with
. expressed values both moral and legal. As we lament a decline
ih standards and values the positive factor 1s offén 10 Inculcare
responstble behaviour.
~  “Caypsal comtnbution — The individual must kave made a
causal coutribution to the conzequences for whech he is held
respemsible. : :
- Although often multiple causal contributions have to be
present! events raraly have only cie causo.
~ Foreseeability — The indrvidual must have been sble to
‘anticipate the conseguences of his actions, Although we do
expect people 10 do =5 much as reasonably possible to know
the consequences of onc’s actions. Important here s also the
precautionary principle. (The precautionary principle states
thet if an action or policy has suspested nsk of causing harm to
the public or to the envircament, n the ahsence of a scientific
consensus thai harm would not ensure, the burden of proot
falls on those who would advocate taking the action )
- Freedom of action — The individual must have beea given
the opparturity to choose for himself.™
Parents have a responsibility to their children and others.
Expected duties which are attached to parents include providing

S P ST N R S . b

ZZ7 South Rd &

'RESPONSIBILITY

L YRR

- what eise is the State but a great band of robbers?’
as Saint Augustine once said. . . To serve right and to

fight against the dominion of Wrong is and remains the
}’undan}f’nt?l task of the politician.”

n considering tha suspansidn of CAS Ch [
Bengdic:t'ﬁ refmarks are truly relevant. BRasi: fooe
Corr il be right te gey Uhe main TV chanmsl which offer s

a8 voice to opposition parties on the virtual eve of an

election?

We are taken back to 1974 whaen
the government of the day acguired
an almost complete moenopoly over
the media. That action provoiked a
pastorat betler of protest fram Bishop
Beneadict Singh, applying principles

taught by the Popes and the Second Vatican Council
to the situation.

We are taken back to the late seventies when the
Latholic Standard, than a lone voice for justice, was
daniad a free gift of newsgrint from abroad on the
agrounds that it would offend the laws restricting
imports.

We are not contesting the rightness or wrongness of
the suspension. The issue is the timing of the aclion.
Valces critical of the governing party have been mutsd
just before an election. Do the President and his advisors

. balieve that this will promaote success for their party? .

Pope Benedict reminds them that saaking what is riaht,
not success is the fundamental task of the politician.

-
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P arocalal - ; . ;
responsibilities Vlewp()lﬂt By %
include the * ,
provision of a (Wibert Parvatan |
home environmant _ -
and certain things such as food . shelter, oducation, security and
comfort. This is one area in which uresponsible bebaviour is
ofien very evident.

On the other hand, ‘children have a moral duty as the years
progyess to ensure the comfort and well' being of their parents.
So often this 18 lackiug.  In the work covironment there is
notmally a code of eottdnet in which the Organisations lay dovm
guidelines for responsible behavicur. An aspirational code
expresses the moral values of a Profession/Company. An
advisory code outhnes how profession/company éxercise maral
judament at all levels,

“DISCIPLINARY CODE"™ - which easures that the
behaviour of all emplovees satisfics certain values and norms:
“LODE OF ETHICS ™ — have ssveral limitations as it i hard
to deseribe what one should doin cvery sinuation . Ethical codes
try todesenbe universal moral rules but moral rulos are genorally:
not umiversal.

“DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSIBILITY™ - In the

problem of many hands where something goes wrong for which
the group is responsible, it is difficult to determing who did
whar Henoe, dentifving a single person responsible san bo
difficult.

*Ethice discusses moral responsibilities. The law discusses
legal responuibilitics.  To make a differencs the latter is called
lishilitics™
It is necessary in whatever we do o recognise duties and
responsibilities. It is a fine quality for persans to be s¢en and
recogmsed as being responsible. K adds 1o thelr deporment
and accenfuates their personality. Too oflea persons abandon
or treat causally their responssbiiibics (o others. That is a selfish,
inconsiderate and inscnsitive and is magnified when the
consequence of acts of irresponsibility surface.

The earlier we leam of the need to accopt and deal with our
duties in a responsible manner the befter for all parties
concerned. For responsibility connotes trust, instills confidenos
and stimulates admiration.

With rights therc arc responsibilities. As we think of the many
responsibilities we have to our family, employer and employess,
friends, relatives. people, society andto our Country, let us not

forget our responsibility to the Creator.

it s
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Complamts about
Catholic Standard

Dear Editor; :

Mr. Suseran Is right. You should have informed us why
the Sept 16 issue was missing. We do care you know.
1 must also complain about the layout. Must we now
expect page 7 to come before page 47 'And it is
becoming a regular occurrence that the direction at
the end of a part of an article on one page leads to
nowhere, not even to some other page

The children’s page 8 of the Sept 23 |ssuerby the St.
Finbar Girls' RC, Arouca, was nice, but a little bit of
editing should have fixed the feast of St. Teresa to
Saturday, not Tuesday; likewise, the feasts of the

Guardian Angels and of St. Francis of Assisito Sunday”

and Tuesday, not Wednesday and Friday. The children
I teach like to colour, but some also like to read.

Yes, I realize it was written for a previous year, but is
this the standard of the Catholic Standard? I did
volunteer proofreading serwcm to you, whach have
never been taken up.

ALFRED BHULAI

Editor’s Nota: We too are trying to werk out what
happened to the papers of September 16 which were
destined for New Amsterdam. Theéy certainly left
Georgetown the usual way!

We try our best with limited resources te cor.rect
mistakes before going to press but alas a few do slip
through occasicnally and we apologize most sincerely:
far that. .
We are discussing ways in which the paper can be
improved and you will surely hear from us on the proof
reading offer.

For o Italulble and Affordobls Texi Service

New Norman's Taxi Service

Call: 226-2727; 226-6624
231-7105; Eax 225-1317
Also Mini Bus Service ard Car Retsl

CATHOLIC MAGAZINE
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Sun 9 October |

Continuation of mini series ... “The Monastery” :
i Chan 11 -NCN - 14.30hrs; Chan 2 (ETV}-IB.OOHrs{'
| The programme on Chan 8: N/A isat 18.00hrs; |
I email:- cotmogguy@gqmail.com; Tel:- 226-2192 1
i 2272, Wellington St, Litown, G/t 1

Y

Kards Plus -City Mall i
For all CARDS- Open & for all relutions 1

Abso religious prayer cards, book marks and gifts | :
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Rellglous groups offended

by Viera commentary?

Dear Editor,
So Mr Sharma is accused of having broadcast a
commentary which was intended to incite religious

“Intolerance.

Mr Editor, this broadcast was aired since last July, If it
was claimed that it was intended to incite raligious

intolerance how is it that the only person who has
shown religious intolerance is the goodly Bishop?

I have not seen a single letter in any of the press
inciuding the Catholic Standard in which anyone
objected to what was said in the commentary or found
it offensive. Not from the Catholic Bishop Alieyne or
any Pentecostal Pastor, the two groups the offending
broaceast was said 1o set at odds against each other.
I have not heard any commentary on the radio or TV in
which anyone either challienged or condemned what
was said in the affending broadcast.

- Perhaps the average Guyanese is much more indined

to show much more tolerance and respect for freedom
of speech, even when this might be abused, than those
in power. Perhaps the average Catholic and Pentecostal

. take the command from their leader o love and to

forgive seriously.

[ would also like to make this point. On a local television
station I have heard a religious leader refer to Jesus
Christ as a jackass. There was no reaction from the
ACB or the President Minister of Information. There is
another religious broadcadter who constantly,
incessantly preaches nothing but contempt for
Christianity every single week, There has been no
reaction from the ACB or the President Minister of
Information.

Just a few hours befere His Excellency was due to
speak at a major pre-election raily of the ruling party
he decides to suspend the operating licence of this

‘television station which nodoubt would have bean the

mast popular among oppaosition groups for the airing of
their election campaign commercials and advertising.
Yet according to reports the President denied that the
suspension was'related to elections and said that the

- timing never crossed his mind! He then went on to

show how he could have used a longer suspension to
keep CNS 6 off the air for the election period but still
maintained that timing never aossed his mind. .
According to reports the President even went so far
as to tell Mr Sharma that he could appeal to the next
Head of State, thus saying in effect that Mr Sharma
was not going to get a pardon or reconsideration until
the elections are overn

Yet the President maintains that the timing of the
suspension never crassed his mind.

Guyanese an important voice has been silenced. No
one should rejoice over this closure. The suppiression
of any independent voice in Guyana is a tweat to all of
us. Even those who may condemn CNS 6 or its owner
must take alarm.

C. DAVIS

’--_---—------------‘



Groups in Forum on th2 Future of Policing

Lcaders of the two main opposition
coalitioms; the AFC s Khemra) Ramjattan
and APNU’s David Granger outlined
details of their Party’s proposals for the
fumre of pelicing in Guyana at a Forum
held at Cara Lodge Conference Centre
on Friday September 30, 2011. The
Forum. hosted by the coalitton of civic
organizations, FacmgtheFutare (FiF),
aimed at providing members of the public
with an opportunity to hear the major
partics address the issue of reform of
policing,
The ruling PPP/C did not accept the
invitation to attend. In a letter received by
FtF on the dav of the Forum the
presidential contender of the PPP
indicated that he could not attend because
his schedule was already booked. The
letter went on to note the actions taken
by the PPP/C Govermment since 2007 on
sccurity reform. However, it was left
unclear why no other Party representative
was available particularly since the
nyitation had indicated that the Forum was
not secking Presidential candidates to
attend, but rather aimed to create an
opportunity for discussions of party palicy.
In introductory remarks made by Kerry-
> Cort, a representative of Fights of
“hildren (ROC) - on: of the civic coalition
preanizations involved m FUF - stated that
“Facing the Future (FtF) shares the belief
that Guyvana has the potential for all
Guvanese ta hve and work and build a
prosperous future here, However, such
an inclusive future for all Guyanese is only
possible if we develop political
arrangements in which race is wrelevant
and which allow much preater participation
of people in the way political decisions are
faken ~ She went on to state that FtF was
challenging the widespread rejection of
politics. particularly by “very tarned off
voung people, encouraging them to believe
that they can change things for the better,
if they start to make demands for a more
modern, honest and transparent system
of politics.
Etf announced that one of its current
activities, a signature campaign to achicve
reforms in the electoral system which
would also cnable voters to know more
closely for whom they are voting, had to

T it B i R, e W e R At i L A

date collected over 3.000 signatures from
all 10 Regions. One half of this total came
from Region 4 and a further 25% from
Regions 1. 2 and 3. 55% of the
signatories were females. This is an

encouraging number since it took some

time for the campaign to pet into its stride.
Persons wishing to sign up can alse do so
through the new Ft¥F website.

Fallowing the presentations on policing,

members of the audience questiorgd the

speakers with respect o wilnéss
protection, the capacity of the GPF 1o
rehabilitate itself, the image of the police
foree as a negative influence on high court
inals and restorative justice.

Former High Court Judge, Winston
Moore. chaired the meeting and Cecil

Morris, President of the Guyana Society
for the Blind gave a vote of thanks on
bechalf of the FtF. Mr. Morris also
indicated that FtF ained to hold similar
discussions on other isénes of pressing

. concern prior 1o the clections.

Sponsoring Organizations:
Amerindian Pooples Association (APA),
Church Women United (CWU),
Commonground. Community-Based
Rehabilitation -EBD, Guyana Councal of
Churches (GCC).Guyvana Homan
Rights Association (GHRA) Guyana
Society for the Blind, Guyana Workers
Uanion (GWU), Iastitate of
Development Studies (IDS), Rights of
Children(ROC) , Red Thread,
Vilveorden Wormen's Organization.

Marians urged to maintain balance

From front page

auditorium, Sister Maric said ons of the
aims of the school is to facilitate the tolal
development of each individnal by giving
due attention to intellectual, spintval,
physical, soctal, emotional and moral
dimensions.

Physical Education, she said, “As an
integral parnt of the cumculum secks to
facilitate: the acquisttion of physical skills,
inchading gocd posture, strength, mobilily
and endurance: the development of good
social habits through co-operalion, team
work and fricndly competition and the
promotion of hobbics and leisure
pursuits,

She advized parents to supervice carefully,
have moles and limitations around intemnet
time, and cncourage plenty of off-line
activities like reading books, plaving
games, and kecping fit.

In her presentation the principal pointsd
oul thal somc advocates balicve wo can
Goople. Blog, Skvpe and Twitter our way
toenlightenment. However she noted that
opposition skcpncs such as Mark
Baurelein argues in his book titled “The
Dumbest Generation™ that this incassant
communication is really a compicx
manifestation of miscommunication that
does not lead to intcllcetual growth. bul
rather to a stunting of genuine miellectual
development.

Those present inciuded Roman Catholic
Bishop, Francis Alleyne, members of
the Clergy and Religious Sisters, parents,
staff and students of Marian Academy,
members of the of Board of Directors
and of the Parent Teachers Association.
The guest speaker Miss Cheryl
Andrews cncouraged those present fo
maintain a balance in the ways m which
they react emationally 1o sefuations and
mdﬂvﬂopacapawy for not “pushing
our hat button”™ which ofen results inan
emotional explosion ¢%ar in public or
infernally. This emotiona: balance she
said affects how studex siudy how
they perform and how they servive in
particular surroundings, Adsnde is 2
chaice, che comnseled addine that we
should “choose to diffuse and moveon™.
Sister Mane acknowledged the superb
offorts of various groups within the
parent body and frends who teamed to
maks the past academic ycar a
successful onc including Class
Representatives, the PTA Executives,
many sponsors cspecially with their Year
Boak, friends who come to ther aid, the
Guyana Christian Charitiss, based n
Canada, which have given gifts to the
school and sponsored chitdren. Thanks
were also expressed to Mr. Gabriel Lall
whao donated the Key board m memory
of his dear wife Ruth.

SWINGTEC

Proud of the service we provide
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Vatican newspaper criticizes BBC change to 'common era’ dating

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Vatican newspaper said it
was "historically senseless hypoerisy® for the BBC to drop
the dating abbrevistione B.C. and A D. on the grounds thai
they might offend non-Christians.

In a from-page commentary Oct. 4, L'Osservatore Romano
saxd the change reflected a wider effornt to "cancel every
trace of Christianity from Western culture "

The Britsh media tion recently announced it would
replace B.C. (Before Christ) and A D. (Anno Demmi. or

Year of the Lord) with B.C E. (Before Common Era) and
C.E. {Common Era.) It said the new terms were a "religiouslv
neutral" altemative.

The Vatican newspaper added its voice to a growing number
of critics, who have noted that the new dating abbreviations
stil] nze the birth of Christ 35 a reference point. but without
acknowledging the connection. "To deny the historically
revolutionary mmportance of the coming of Christ on carth,
which is also aceepted by those who do not recognize him as
the son of Gaod, is an act of enormous foolishness." the
newspaper said.  "Why not recognize that from that moment,
the world changed ? it said. For one thing, it said, the modemn
concept of buman rights owes much to the new Christian
viston of the equality of human beings as children of God.
The newspaper said it was "anti-historical” to deny the cultural

Eatnnli:ﬂtmnrp Tane

August 30th 1950 saw the amval of Scarboro Pricst Fr.
Patrick Moare who brought the pilgrim statuc of Our lady
of Fatima to British Guiana. The statuc visited ncarly all
the parish churches in the country, including a stop at
Kaieteur Falls. Every where the Statue and Fr. Moore were
grocted by hundreds of Catholics oficn in procession
followed by Sermon and Benediction. School children too
had their imes of devotion,

The Catholic Standard of December 1950 reported that
the effect of the visit had been truly remarkable and the
outpouring of Graces tod manifest to ignore and that Our
Indy’s request at Fatima for daily and family Rosary should
never be forgotten. The statue left on the Sth of November
for another country. Fr. Moore returned over a decade later
and again crowds attended wherever the Statuc was taken.
Photo shows 3 group of Scouts taking the Statue into the
compound of St. Peter’s Church at B/V.

debt owed by civilization to Chnistianity.
Condemnation of CNS dosmg

From front page

attention of the Court, this suspension mdted flies i the face of
the procedural sanctity of the jndicial process,” the JOPP statement
said, The political partics also noted that the suspension is
purported to be done on the basis of the recommendations of the
Advisory Commiticc on Broadcasting which they claim is an
improperly constituted body and the status of which is the subjcct
of courl proceedings.

The palitical parties also fesl that the closure of CNS 6 at this
critical period. just before the holding of the 2011 General amd
Renional Elections. can only be caleulated to silence all voices of
dissent. They referred to the timing of this action as a shameful
breach of all the rules. values and conventicas of the democratic
societal model, Moreover they said the suspension has to be seen
as a blatant attack on the constitutional guarantee of freedom of
expression, both in its letter and spint. {

The JOPP statement also expressed the view that this Susmn_sm -

of CNS 6 “cffectively vitiates all the lofty ideals recently
promulgated by Guyana Elections Commission in its media code
of conduct. Thus, this matter must immediately engage the
attention of the Commission, since it represents a major Jmpa:d:,
for the holding clections that arc free and fair™

The Guvana Trades Union Congress descnibed the suspension
of CNS & as an abuse of power and violation of rights and said
“the peopzlc must raise their voices agamst this morally depraved
regime.

“The church which is seen as society’s moral compass up until
1992 played a visible role in u:lucalmg and advancing the rights
of citizens. Their current visible absence from the national
conversation to ensure the realization of this held belief 15 scen
as an abrogation of their moral responsibility even more so that
they offer pravers for the president and this govermment as they
transgress the rmghts of their flock. The religious bodies and
oppesition political Ieaders are reminded that as they speak of
peace, the price for prace is justice and together we must be
prepared to pay this price, The GTUC said.

“The decisson of the president that will cause 30 workers fo po
on the breadline when transtated in an average houschold of five
(mother, father and three children as measured by the trade union)
it means the livehhood and well being of 150 persons will be
affocted and those of many others who rely on therr purchasing
power,” the GTUC said in their statement.

Dr. Jamshid Aidun
[Specialist in Urelogy)
Will be holding Clinic

from November Tth, at

5t. Joseph Mercy Hospital
He will be working Monday throngh
Friday
I'rom 9:00hrs to 12:00n00n
Appointments can be made hy




