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Priests mowve o counter chun
exodus, domestic violence, AIDS

By Edwin Thadheau S3 -

Peonple are not quitting the Cathaelic

Church in Guyana because of the sax
scandale that have rocked this
institation in countries throweghout the
world nor are they leaving because
they no longer believe in God.

Whan this issue of Catholics leaving

ese at their annual
last week It was
concluded that; unwelcoming
communities, religlou's needs not being
met, passive religious ceremonies,
poverty, and a lack of knowledge of
the bible were among the main
reasons why people abandon their
Catholic faith.
On the second day of their encounter
the clergymen took some time to
discuss and refiect on the

phenomeanon of people leaving the
Catholic Church. Jesuit priest Father
Joachim [ Mello led the session by
presenting his observations of this in
Ragion 9. Though these are many
reasons behind this exodus, the
following, drawn froun observation and
articulabed in the discussion asticie

PARAMOUNTCY PI- J

BY Mike James
At the beginning of the 1970's
President Forbes Burnham inventad a
word that never attracted
international recognition or suppert
and therefore never found a place in
recognized Engllsh dictionary.
*Paramountay” ¢ was defined Dy
President Burnham in his famous

Another successful
New York Guyana Mass

From Francks Qoanine Farricr (D Now York
Last Sunday October 2, what has
become known as the 'New York
Guyana Mass’ was back in Brookivn
after being celebrated in 2009 and
2010 in Queens.

Every yvear for the past 22 years some
forms=r aitar servers at Brickdam
Cathedral with much assistance from
other Catholics from Guyana have
held a special Mass to which
suyanese in particular are invited to
pray for the country and to raise
funds for special projects in their
homgland,

—

29th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS
Sun 16th Octoher: 08:00 hrs
Mass at Holy Spirit.

08:30 hrs Meet Confirmation
Candidates at Holy Spirit

Mon 17th Cctober: 18:30 hrs
attend opening of Congress of
Evangelicals of the Caribbean
Thurs 20th Ociober: 18:00 hrs
Confirmation at Holy Spirit

Fri 21=t Ocltober: Leave TOr
‘Trinidad to attend Marriage
Encounter Weekend

Mon 24th October: Return from
TrHmdad

+ Francis Alleyne, 0S8 f

It is the palicy of the Mass Committes
to alternate the Mass two vears in
the Borough of Queens then two vaars
inthe Borough of Brooklyn. The Guvana
Mass was the brainchiid of Monsignor
Paul Jervis, wha was a former altar
boy at Saint Pius X Parish In
Gegrgetown.

As in previous years, many Guyanesa
and their American friends, attended
tha Mass. A few Guyanese Catholics
who are based in Canada travelled
hundreds of miles from across the
border to attend. For therm, it is an
annual Pilgrimage - attending a spedal
Mass at which prayers are offered for
the country of their birth.

Over 350 peopie attended this yaars
celebration

It is als0 an occasion for them to make
donatinne for cpecific prajeds back
in Guyana.

This year the major portion of the
donation will go to the Sacred Heart
Church rebuiiding fund. The Soup
Kitchen at the Brickdam Presbytery
will also benefit. So, too, the
Retirarmant Fund for Diccesan priests
living in Guyana. Some of the moneay:
will also go to the Father Ronald
Pieters Fducational Fund for some

bright but neady students.
Pease turn fo page 9
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constitetion th

“The hidden exodus ,amml -3

‘Dedaration of Scphb" { 974

word, and afi that it Tmpl
mnummm i
society at every level for than
decades. The Farty and under?
aaftednm L4

President himsel ct

controlled all sspects -7 ifie
Giuyans, incuding the radis,

However, @ven President Barnham
had his limits. He attempiesd
squesze out of existence the oniy
2 media houses he did not directly
control, the PPP's Mirraor
Newspaper and the Cathol
Standand, by severely THTHENg
access to newsprint. When
failed the Houss of Tsrael "ach
were unieashed. idiling Cathollie
Standand photographer Fr. Bermard

Darke. When this did notamrm-
Catholic Standard and Fr. Andy
Morrican from speaking out demity
and consistently on the violation
of the rights of the Guvanese ,j
people, a series of ridicuiows ibal

Mass For
Senior Ciﬁzm

All the Elderly, Sick and Shut-in

members of our Pastoral Area
Community are invited to 2 Mass
which will be celebrated on
Sungay, October 30th st 5:00p.m.
in the Cathedral. During theMass, |
the Sacrament of the Sicic will ba
administered. Parishionars are
asked to make a speciu efort o
bring their elderly and num

relativec tn Hhie s
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~ or longer remaims

BpLOLing
- The roling party is also making it

}.
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When all men think alike...

Tbmmmmawyclﬁrnwm'wn FLT | M Y
1o deal with the privats The suspension of the broadcas:

licance of CNS TV6 has only been temporarily lifled. It will
take effect from December 1, if the ruling party i re-elected.
m&mmmdhmmm
o be seon.

uluﬂlmI'msam:le::ll:ml adviser on
Oowernance has indicated that the
Government intends (o alert the United
Nationg on what she fedls is the threat
posed by certain media honses to the

election.

mﬂmﬂyﬂwwhumnbemewmmdmulfu
i re~clected. Today’s colummist raiscs some interesting issues.
Bhusysd Jegrlen's prosidential powers will end on N

2R, yet b coufidautly says that the he has directed that the ban
o CHNS 6 will begin om Decomber 1. Qnewnmersmw

mynmdmmmhnwbeemsswﬂtntakwf&daﬁarhc
impression e if clocied hewill be n prippct president.

Smﬂymaﬂy]uﬂb:ﬁ:-trndnu:ul,mumb'wbeablum
mthurmuﬂmpubhcaﬂ‘ampunplemadtobepmwded
with information which is troe and ¢ . Instead at
mﬂnymdmlyfndwiﬂlimdwlsﬁmthnrulmgm

omsquciding 5
NCN'2 ‘mews bﬁndcastsfrupmﬂyhegmmﬂi “President ..

Na.tinnﬂ.l ity

mys BEOCHErO A ookl

wmmmdm mﬂmllsi‘
cenfary and speculate about chamges in scicnce and technology

and its impact ca bducation, commmunicstion medicine, uawl
mchumiry etc
MEMMMMMMFMmM
wphores of bumen codeavour. Our socictios are becoming morc
wrbsninad, skl requirccnts sprecialised and gur world is
desined a glohal vilisge, themsaﬁ:rﬁlnza.ﬁmthmghtrawl
Mﬂ:ﬁm&ﬁmﬂ:m changes are inevitable.
ufdmenmynutmassamy

mmmmpermmyumpmmwmwdmﬂomca] changes
but ton often ignores nurhuring and shaping o colhure, patiers

mngdumdamaﬂmnmmngjnmprmmﬂdjsplay
mmmmwhmhﬁ:elsmdnmﬂﬂmpnm

. and activity and propela persons ‘unto higher levels of

m thcc-unceptod" *dwelling together
Thmﬂunmaamwmtudgmmmme
effiect of sich bebaviour in our community, our work places

and Teone RpaxtaoLly our CoOuntry.

It takes no sciestific study 1o recognize the divigive forces which
® coumilrics with the many trammatic effocts on cur fellow
beings. Man, women and children are the i 5 of

whhmndqpmuprmrﬁwmmm The

mwmmmmw rolé in these times of
mes's sdvancoivag in the ficlds of sciznoe and
hm&rwmwmwmmﬂ

wever, the search Iar

Thcsbm"‘lnumlyﬁm:mm “Ummimaund
divided we fall * are often times ro-echoed. Butm:hmtvm

 certaimly not the norm.
Durmm)v—ﬂrwmwxqmb}mdfﬂuymhas
““One People™ “One Nation™ “One

umll'lﬁnnl Skogan -

The foammiators of that slogan clearly understood the desirability
ar mose appropriately the neccssity for parposeful unity. They
may have recognised the many pitfalls associated with disunity.

[CATHOLIC STEﬁI]ARD

has =aid™ or “Ministcr of thiz ar that has féiterated

Thoees soports ans ropested in different foenas nr o flrront BAacs
and they are proeseni=d in soch a way as if it wers oxpestad
that no othes view would be hald. The mnprossion 'nsggzumd thizt

onc is not expected to think, for as the saying goes, “where all
men think alike. no one thinke at all”

For example we were recently told that the economy grew by

over five per cent in-the first half of this
year. Many asked how this was possible
when it was ‘well known that sugar, our
ain foreign currency earncr was greatly
uixlcr-porforming, mimng — probaily the
second most profitable export - was boing
made to wait months before boginming
new operations .

It i deplorable that issues — serioys issues that vitally afﬁac:‘l
the nation, 1ssues of humean rights, the real sate of the counery
- are not being, discuzsed.

Litide effort is made by the Mational Commmications Motwork
or the Chronicle seriously, honestly and openly to discuss and
debate matters of vital importance 1o the nation. Mast of the

tirae gn NCHN and the Chronicle only the views of a fow select
persons of onc party arc allowed 1o be aired,

We call on the authorities to open up the state owned media to
free and homest debate, 1o allow opposing views to be aired
andmtfarihegrﬂaalymukmgﬁw minutes poer weock and
probably at 3.00am.

This is the only way in which people can weigh issues and
ﬂnnkandchmseforﬂi&msdvcs

T Whatever our - .
designation, Vlewp()ll’lt By
Vibert Parvatan

occupation,

- = 1 2 " P o ou e

‘Bﬂl’l\'lc‘llﬂns

politcal affilistion, if any, we certainly shars many commion

goals. chosoaspcopleufamunhyandmthcw;dcromtﬂn

as inhabitants of thas carth.

Those goals would include: - The! pursuix of happinces;

« Inprowving, the guality of Lifc; - Ensuring peacs and hargnony:

- Promoting the deve!opmu crfour country and enphancing its
and - the environment. !

image;

Who will deny that such are the ycarmings of every citizen,

. To. meaningfully strive for the realisation of spch goals for
ourselves, our families, friends, neighbours and all Guyaness,
sust demand cerizin attitudes.

In that pursuit, it seems obvious that we have 10 be united In
building bridges of understanding, We have a responsibility to
ourscives and socicty, T© pronreic Tolotase, salucs cumnflic,
rather than accentuate divisions and sow seeds of discord. Itis’
somewhat distressing and amazing to observe the difficulty some
persons have in recogmizing the brotherhood of humanity and
the fatherbogd of God.

If we are encrgized to fipht, if tie mood is to be confrontational,
let the target, lot the enemies be crime, hunger, poverty,
exploitation, cvil, environmenial degradation and ignorance

It lSmywewmslwcrymehasaparIWplaymprmmmg
unity, love and togetherness. You have such a part, 1 have a
part, we have a part. Our participation musi be posiiive.

Look arowd at the opportumnitics for so doing. The ability to
barmmenise with others whether in our homes, schools, work
places and couniry is no less an important lesson than the study
of science. The many destructive forces which lead to conflict
sl wiars and result m killings and millions of refugees drifting
around, have its foundation in failing 1o live together in unity.
Thus, the enhancement of community participation is csontial,

| im order to prevent worry and fear from prevailing and to lessen
human tragedy....We believe that ‘any, transforneation of the
worldbmnawrﬂ:tbcuansﬁmmnmofthese]f For eventually,
ﬂuhve.modmﬂandwmanwhchwﬂl overcome the

negatm: threatening us and bring about the dawn of a
new

At.ﬂmstagaofmrﬂzhmal.&ﬂ'ﬁmﬂﬁﬁxmhasmbc your

participation, my participation, our participation in promoting
NATIONAL UNITY.
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Not even- handed
with memorials

Dear Editor, _ _
Recently the world marked the 10th anniversary of 9/
11 - that terrible attack on the World Trade Centre in
Manhattan. The Trinidad Express said at least 14
persons born in Trinidad {and Tobago?) perished. A
tragedy indeed! As well as a tragedy for the almost
3000 amencans who perished, many of them immigrants
to the US.
It was interesting how Churches remembered this
anniversary but very, very few remember the
anniversaries of the atrocities in Rwanda and Burundi,
the disaster in Chernobyl and Bhopal - the latter for
which the American parent company is still to be held
accountable - ar the war in Iraq.
From the point of view of American pride and military
strategy the harsh retaliation was expected. But were
3000 American lives really worth the beginning of a
carnage that saw the death of, by several estimates,
500,000 o one millien Iragis and a few thousand more
Americans? We have seen YouTube videos of American
victims, memorials, martyrs and the ash covered ruins
in Manhattan.
Have we bothered to wonder about the ruins in Iraq?
The thousands of the maimed, blind, the orphaned? No
food. No water, No electricity. No YouTube videos far
them. No memorial. No burial. The words of Jesus come
to mind: "Or those eighteen who died when the tower
in Sitoam feli on them -- do you think they were more
guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?” Are
Americans more favoured than Iraqgis in God's eves?
InJenuary 2002, Presigent George Bush named Iraq
and North Korea as the axis of evil in the world. Is it
the only one? What about the more subtle and
structured axis of evil perpetrated by the rich countries
of the north on the poor countries of the south -
notwithstanding many of these southern ieaders have
been nothing short or robbers and renegades? Are not
monopolistic alliances of trade and wealth to the
exclusion of the poor another axis of evil? Blessed John
Paul II was a public, vigorous, religious voice against
the invasion of Iraq,. Did we remember his caution on
this 10th anniversary of 9/117
There is no doubt America has been a land of promise
and gpportunity for many. Many Caribbean peoples have
been there since World War I1 and have done well for
themselves, better than born-bred Americans. Half of
Guyana is probably thera. We affirm that all forms of
religious fundamentalism, whether overt or subtle, are
dastructive to human flourishing and harmony. But we
must be careful of being religious bigots ourselves.
Phillip Jenkins of Penn State Universnty has told us
that the average Christian today is no longer white,
middie-class and from the north. He/she is black, poor
and from the south. Let us remember their plight and
viglations of human rights. Let us remember others like
them who are not Christian; Hindu, Mustim, Buddhist.
And may dur thinking, speaking, googling and preaching
be mare even-handed and considerate.
FrMartin Sirju, Siparia, T&T (Catholic News)
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for Christianity

Dear Editor,

I agree totally with the description of the Vatican
newspaper that it Is “histongally senseless hypocrisy”
te drop dating abbraviations BC and AR on the grounds
that they might offend non-Christians. It is a sign of
what the world is coming to that the BBC is replacing
BC = Before Christ with BCE = Before Cemmon Era, and

= (latin for) In the Year of the Lord with CE =
Common Em.

Since the late 1960s the term "British subject” no longer
had any lagal meaning for Commonwealth citizens. So
when is the BBC going to drop the ‘British’ out of their
name so as not o possibly offend non-Britishers who
might be listening to their broadcasts?

This increasing disregard for Christianity is taking place
step by slow step. The Devil is not going to take over
all at once. He is too clever for that, He knows that
once a practice has been introduced and becomes
fashionable in the world, the children of Christians will
pick it up and adopt it by peer pressure and the inability
or negligence of their parents (o Inform theam.

It is also the Vatican’s fault. People still fledglings in
faith are allowed to be confirmed and take adult status
in the Church before they are aduits in the sight of the
law, and long before they genuinely decide to use their
faith. This cheapens Christianity in the sight of the
world and makes God's work harder to accomplish.
And of course there is the primary dependence of the
Church on money, which is evident to the heathen to
whom we are supposed to be “salt of the earth and
light of the world”. They are coenfortable In their way

of life because they see us living it instead of Christ’s,
decpita what we say.

. ALFRED BHULAY
’——-_~-—-—l_-—___-hm_\
l For u Relisble and Affordable Taxi Service
i  New Norman's Taxi Service
: Call: 226-2727; 226-6624
: 231-7105; Eax 225-1317
i Also Mini Bus Service and Car Rental
>-----——u—---—-—---—
: Kards Plus -City Mall
! For oll CARDS- Open & for ell relations
:Alsn religious prayer cards, book marks nd gifts

Tel: 227-1846 ..
Mon - Sot 9.30 am to 7.00pm

MODERN OPTICAL SERVICE
316 Middle St., N/C/Burg,
Tel # 226 -1082
For camprahensive eye examinations,
conta,ct l_enses and solutions
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B’dam choir member shaken up by CANU raid

Brickdam Cathedral choir member Rafael Gonsalves says
heand his family have been left somewhat traumatized

at the hands of officers of the Customs Anti-narcotics
Unit (CANU) in what has surely been a case of mistaken

. identity,

Mr Gonsalves said his wife was alone at their George
Street home when men with the words CANU printed
on their shirts walking past her house in the passageway
that also leads to other houses at the back of hers.

 She thought that some incident had taken place in one

of these houses behind hers but soon discovered that
about twelve officers who had arrived in three vehicles

““were in fact surrounding her own two-flat house.
- When she opened the door to enquire about what was

going on three officers, one carrying a crow-bar, pushed
past her and began a thorough search of the entire
upper flat where the family lived, emptying drawers

_and other containers on the floor and even overturning

2 barrel filled with Christmas decorations. They said
they were working on information and that they should
nok be asked any guestions.

_Aﬂ:er apparently not finding what they were locking for

From front page

Another palicy of the Guyana Mass Committee is to
invite a Guyana-b2sed Guyanese griest to be the chief
celebrant at the Mass. However, that rule was bent on

_one or two occasions, such as when Trinidad-born

Bisnop Francis Allen was invited 10 be the chief Leh:bmm.
a few years ago.

‘That rule was again bent when India- born now

Canada-hased Fr Michael Coutts,

S3, was invited to

‘be the chief celebrant. Many of us already know that

T’ Fr Coutts is one of those ‘foreigners’ who we readily

ateepl os GUYANESE. He has spent over 15 years of

_his priesty.ministry serving in various Guyanese parishes

sych as the Corentyne, the North West District, West
Bank Demerara, the Rupununi and of course, at the
Brickdam parish in Georgetown. You couidn't do much

“better than that as a non-Guyanese, The New York

Guyana Mass committee, this y=ar, bestowed an Honour
to Fr Michael Coots, S, for his work in Guyana and

. agong the Guyanese in Canada.

Asin previous years, many Guyanese and thejr American
friends, attended the Mass, A few Guyanese Catholics
who are based in Canada travelied hundreds of miles
from across the border to attend. For them, it 13 an

i .e upper flat the hunt was extended to the un-
oecupiad lower flat but with the same result, i
Mr Gonsalves told the Catholic Standard that he was
5inging in the choir on Friday afternoon at the Massfo
mark the end of the clergy conference when his 14-
year old son came into the church to tell him that
there were customs officers searching their house. He
said he arrived home and found that his entire home
had been turned upside dewn. The-officers he met =
asked him to identify himself. They then aiso thorcughiy
searched his car including the trunk and interior panels,
Two young men who assist Mr Gonsalves in his 8
workshop at the back of his premises were also
questioned and their bags searched.
Upon coming up empty-handed again the members of &
the CANU unit entered their vehicles and left the
Gonsalves home in total disarray.

Mr Gonsalves said he was relieved when the incident =
which lasted about 40 minutes finally came toanend
without any arrests or injuries. He is most puzzied =
however about who passed on what information that o8
triggered the very disconcerting episode.

_Successful New York Guyana Mass...

annual Pilgrimage; attending a special Mass at whlch
prayers are offered for the country of their birth. ILis
also an occasion for them to make donations for specific &
projects back in Guyana. This year the major portion
of the donation will go to khe Sacred Heart Church
rebuilding fund. The Soup Kitchen at the Brickdam o
Presbytery will also benefil. Su; tuo, the Retirement:
Fund for Diocesan priests living in Guyana, Some of &
the money will also go to the Fr Rcmald Pieters®
Educational Fund for some bright but nt tdy students.
A.letier of graiitude for ali_the f‘Jr-Lancim assistance
sent to Guyana last year from the Guy a3 New York
Mass Committee, sent from Vicar Gensr=l Fr John
Persaud, was read to the congregation.

During the Mass, prayers were said for the rmgosa cF
the souls of Sister Rose Magdalere, Fr Linus Wall and”
Sister Bernadette Fernandes wha Das=ed on since the
last Guyana Mass.

At the end of the Mass there was a reception at wh.du

‘many "Mingled togethet, voices joyful and gay”,

they enjoyed the variety of Guyanese food and -:Inn!es-h
and reminisced about life and living back in their

"Beautiful Guyana". -
Of course, the up-comjing genpral elections was very
much part of the conversations

| BARAMA COMPANY LIMITED

Working with G

iyana For Guyar




rIzests move in on EIOIIIIS__ domesiic ViOIence-llﬁ?amfrunrpagz

2. They are attracted to the soul stirring religious music
interactive worship, The Catholic Church has a
and passive liturgy.
3. . Poverty also causes some people to leave. The perks
_ given h'}‘gdm draw them.
4L Bible 55 not used in the Catholic Church sufficicmly,

 Catholics have a shaliow knowledge of Faith.

; " The Catholic Church is not welcoming and people
find movre Sofidasity among the faithful in other denominations.
Tabmmmmiwtotlﬂﬁﬁﬂtﬁalﬂwpriﬁtsmggeswdthe
formatice of bospitality ministry who will vizit tho sick amd
carcy cant houes vasning.

Greater participation in the limargy is also encouraged in the
paﬂﬂlesahngmﬂ\thﬁmtmductlmofhlh’le studies and the
creating of activilics that would deepon knowledge of
- Cheistian Faith were also recomumended.

Th clorgy conforence started on October 4 wath the retreut
guuded by Sr Mary Ann Clifford RS. The retreat helped ns
o experience the Gospel verses, "The apostles gathered
topather with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught,

. He said 10 tham, ‘Come away by voursslves 10 a descried

~ pleccand resta whilc”. Mark 3:30-3]. The day of recollection
and sharing helped us to review the ministries carricd out
through the width and breadth of our dicccse.

The third day was dedicated to "Awarences and Action an
Domestic Viokatioe™. Mr. Vidyaratha Kicson along with Mr
Gine Persaud were the resource persons of the day, The

. input session started with questions and querics on Domestic

. Violence. Varions forms of abuse highlighted in detil are

 peychalogical abuse, phivsical abuse, sexual abuse, mtimidation

! angd financial abuse. The details on the web of abuse propelled

floor into hively interaction giving the pricsts 3 betler awarcness

f this reality and offering guidelines to be first mespoaders t©
victims. While symmuing up the day, Bishop Francis Alleyoe OSB
said. "The Bible and the Catholic faith never sncourags any form
of subjugation or violence. Men and Women arc created in the
likeness and image of God and sothere is no room for subjugation™.
The Bishop was askod to make an official statement on this crocial
subject.
On the fourth dav. from Guyvana National Faith and HIV coalition,
Ms Shabakie Fermandes addressed the clergy on "Multi-faith.
multicultural aod collaborative approaches o coordinating i=sucs
related to faith and the drivers of IV issucs wathin our
communities”. Since HIV is fatal and stigpmatizing, the emphasis
was placed on inicgrated preventative measures for HIV/AIDS
and the stigmas attachoed.
After the mput scesions, the participanis enlered 1nto bosinees
gezsion. The b:shnp updaied the pricsis with the current status of
the dioeese. The iesie of permanent deacons in the diocese was
discussed. The diaconate vocation, being part of Ged's special
call, should be encouraped along side and distinct from the miaistry
carried out by the extraordinary ministers in the diocese
The clenzy conference 2011 camc to an end with a concelebrated
Mazs presided over by quh(:p Franciz Allsyne O3B along with
24 priests of the diocese in the Cathedral of Immaculate ‘
eonception, Brickdam,

The Eucharistic fellowship was followed by a sumptuons dinner
arganized in the Bishop's housc by the Marriage Encountor
couples,
Thaitks for all who prayed and contnibuted in diffcrent wavs 1o
the sucoess of the confurence.

Pmmuuntcy EPE WSS e« « = = From front page .

E‘ cases were launched one after another against the paper
E which the courts epplying the doctring of “Parmamountoy™
dutifully endorsed. The substantial fings were paid by public
coitributions, largely from the poot, and paper strugeled.on.
| Mever, however, éven when the paper was reduced to a
cyclostyled onc page 8000 copy run the day before the
infamous Referendum o end all referendums held o give
. President Burnham absolute power to rewrite the constitution
- i s bage, did President Bumbiam attempt to physically
. close down or directly suspend the operations of the limited
- freo media in Guyana. (that Burnbam pammount constilution
| incidentally remsiins largely intact today)
- Trimidad and Tobago i currently undes a 3 month state of
Emergency and night cusfew in which many fundamental
rights arc severcly himited, The government however, has
1‘ never oontemplated controlling or suspending the operation
. of the independent modia 2ven thosc which cairy severe
criticisms of the operations of the stame of cmergency.
Guyans’s ruling PPP-C .| uniqucly amoag the world’s
F"hwmﬁc ** countrica, with parliamentary support of the

opposition PNC, has given to its Executive President the
power t0 suspend the operations of medis houses, powers
" which President Burnham in all hiz parnoswant glory, sever
was sble to achieve. The Executive President has now
‘exercised this mew paramount pewer on 3 oceasions,

nimity, the more recent 4 mouth suspension of
homs of a TV stagion hag boen postpomed until |
December 3 days aftor the holding of National Elections.

115 posiponsment of the edict, however, raises several

intercsting points. Does this paramount cxeculive power extend
beyond the period in office of the incumbent President? Is the
next President bound by this decision. or By any other orders
which the incumbent may make, public or non public? Whilc the
Riurther question woold mover cutcs i the Imaginauon of tho
ruling party, it sull needs to be asked. Weould the suspension of
the TV station go ahead as ordered cven if the next President
were not to come from the ruling party? Would it be enforecd on
schedule even, as is so comumon in Guyana clections. the fimal
results are not proclaimed by | Deccmber, 3 days after the
Presidential Elections? Is it proper to exstend Presidential
Paramouncty so far into the future? Why not et the -Courts of
Guyana, which have recovered somewhat from the doctnne of
paramountcy, deal wrth the particular contentious media rssuc as
they are mandated to do in Guyana and the rest of the demiocratic
world 7

The Vienna Based Intemational Press Institvte has o o slatement
carried by Thursdays regional newspapers answered all thosc
questions by reiterating its call for the President to Il the ban
complctely, @ raised senious concerns over the government’s
recent aitacks on Guyana media with its exaggerated
comparisons to the role of the media in the Rwanda genocide,
Despitc what was promising to be the most uneventtul elections
in Guyana n its lustory of adult suffrape, the Guyvana government
seems to be ensuring that the eves of the international community,
and particulacly proups concerned for human rights and ficodom
of expression, will be focused on Guyana over the period leading
up to the clections. Let us hope that this stratepy results. whether
imendonally or not, e benefis for the Guyanese people, greater
peace and frogdom and small sicps iowagds the uRdermingd ot
the racial polifics that have plagued the couniry and its poteritial
for the last 3 generations.  Guyvana badly nceds at least
Paramoumncty Minus, not Paramounitcy Plos.
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