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Region’s Bishops focus on Vocations, Spirituality,‘

ahead of Guyana meeting

The Angilles Episcopal Conterance

[AEC) will be spentoring it second
rraining seminor for soma 50 Di-
ccesan Vocatians Direstors ond other
Yarations promotars from aoross the
region in Castries, St bedia 3O July —
3 August, immediately affer the AEC
Youth Asseobdy i Lyucia 1929
July which more than 1,000 Catholic
youth from ccross the tegion’s English,
French and Duich speoking
expected 1o aftend.

Si-

cire

According 1o o stotement fram the
ABC Secrefariat in  Trinidad ond
Tebogo, the Reglon's bishops olso
confirmed plans for haolding s 56™
Annual Meating of all bishops in the

Confarence in Suyana Z1-28 Apil i
which spirituality and gregarer colle-
gial cooperation among bishops ond
diaceses are high on the cgenda.

The leadar: of tha 2.1 million Catho-
lics In the Antillcs Bishops Cenference
also renewed their commitment to the
proraction of Ood's ThHdrsin o the
region from Sexuol Abuse though
ongoing and In-depth froining and
mativation of all dwreh personnel

~working with chidren through the

Virtuz Progromme.

These were <ame of the decisions of
the recent maeting of ihe Permonent
Boeard of the AEC In Port of Speoun 11+

Opposition parties condemn Kissoon’s dismissal

£ Parmership Tor Hatlenal Unity has
erpressed (egrct that, s garly In his

tenure o5 Presiden:, Mr Donsld Hamo-
yar would toke tuch o refrcgrade step
by allowing such an incident fo odour.
aPNU was referring fo the dismissal
af lecturer Mr Fraderick Kissoon from
the University of Guyana. Me Klssoon
whes wos olso o columnisi of the
Catholic Standard for many years
iearnt of this development on Mons-
doy. APMU In o stefement toid it re-
gardad the termination of the confrad!
af the outspoken political science lec-
turer and newspoper columnist as o
viclotion af Mr Kissoon's right fo free-
dom of ezpreition as a columnist,
academic freedom as o lecturer ond
civil rights o5 o citizen, APNL, a part-
nership of ten pelitical parties, scild
the dismissed lecturer has a natursl
dght 1o be Informed of tha reasans for
the termination of hie confract and
called for the lecnirar’s rednstatament.
It ako polnted out that it has closely
monitared whet it called “the ruling
party's hostile oititude towards solum-

nists  and

Pemaicdant

jaurnalists whe criticized
Bhaorrat Joodeg over “the
past 12 years.”

Tor Alllonee For Change alss con-
demned the dismissal of Mr. Kizzoon
and soid It intends to raize fhis malter
with President Donald Ramotar and
with tha Leader of the Opposition. The
AFC also mends 1o address it In tha
Mational Assembly.

The party says the dismissal “reeks of
the cut-throat culture™ of the niling
PPP/C. "The dismissal of Kissoon
speaks to the brooder nationa! prob-
lem;  ihet of Cential Govaramen
stranglehold  over institutions ond
sgencies of the State such os the Unl-
versity of Guyano, the Stote awned
medla antitiss, the Mational Frequency
Monagement Unit, the Guyano Post
Office Corporation cnd cthers”, the
AFC soid n o statement,

Chief governmeant spokesman Roger
Luneheon hos stated fhot the govemn-
ment glayed no part in the decizion fo
fire Mr Kissoon and that explanations

Are you more honest than 10 years ago?

BY MIKE JAMES
mikslames@oscreorg

Are you mare honest today than you
were 10 years agod Honestiy?

A Survey of aver 2000 aduits con-
ducted by the Britich University of Ez-
sox and given wide foverage by the

RBC s leist weak under the heodlina
“Britons wore dishonest than 10 yeors
cga” reporis that only 1/3 of those
wryeyed condemned lylng to further
one's wwn inforesis and anly S0%
said thar extra maritsi gfialis are
never justifioble, down from 70% ten
years ggo. (please furn fo page 10}

12 Janvory, Chaired fer the firzy ime
by new AEL FPresident by AEC
Fresident Archbishop Parride Pinder of
Mossowu, and atfendad by Archbizshops
Michel Meranville of Forr de France,
Mertinigue: Charfes Dvufour of
Kingston, Iomaice; Jeseph Harrls, Part
of Spain, Trinldad and Tobageo: ond
Bishope Francis  Alleyns, AEC Vice
Fresident, Georgetown Guyandy;
Emmanuel Lofanl, Coyenne French
Guyana; Meil Tiedemann, Mandsaviile,

Jomaica and Luis Secce, Willemstad,
Curacan.

The r_riﬂellrlu warmly welcemed
Archbishep loseph Harrs of Port of
Spain (plecse furn fo page 3)

must be sought fiom the Univacslry of
Guyana's Council. "l want o propos
that media  representoives  might
wrant 1e hilng re beae thae eollactive
will on the Councll o ask 5un 1o clar-
ity these motters becavic we are
concarnsd obout the gross misrapre-
cenfafion of what tanspired and
speculations abowt whot Imipired the
Council ta oct the way It did" he
stated &t & prasgz canfmrance on

Wednssday. 5

Catholic Calendars

2012 Catholic Colendars are avail-
abla o1 all Cothelic Churdres and Plety
shops for Just $200. Thay ore in full
colour, ond centaid Squma!ﬂdﬁ'ﬂs

for svery day dlong whh special Feasr
Doys o feshre what oxery Cathelic
<hould kmow aobout Disciples and
Mizsioneries of Jesus Christ,
Bishop’s Engagements
Fridwnz7" 180 hrs Attend {hoice
Weekend through o
8o hrs Sundady 23th
January
Thor. Feb. 2™  iz00 brs atiend mMass at 1

Cathedral for celebration
of Day far Consecrated Lk

Sun. Fet5” o800 hrs Mass at St

Teresa

10:00 Ars Marnage Encour:
tar Day of Prayer

+ Frandis Alleyne, O5B

Sa2 South Rd: & Wellington 5L, Georgetown, Guyana - Telaphone; 226-2185 + Fax 126:3103 o email: Catmag @networksgy-com sDiocesan website: ww redisessly.on -
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US Religious Leaders object to treating =.me-sex unions 'as if they were marnage'

WASHINGTON [CNS) .- A letter

sigred by more than three docen U.S.0

religious leaders sbjears 1o tha spectre’

of religious greups being forced Yo
treal s@me-sex unions "as if they were
micrriage.”

“"Alrering the civil definition of
‘marricge' docs not change one law,
ur huncrecs, aven  rhousand:, af
once.” =oid the letter, “Marriage and
Eeligious Freedom: Fundamental
Geoods Thar Stand or Fall Together,"
relcased Jan, 12,

“By o single stroke, every law where
rights depend on marital staotus —- such
as employment discoiminotion, employ-
manl  benefits, odaoption, esducatien,
heolth core, elder core, houslng,
property and loxation -- will change
so that same-sex sexuoi relationships
must be frected as if they ware
matrisge,” it said.

“That requirement, in furn, will apply 1o
religious psople and greups in the
crdindgry course of their many private
ar public occupations and ministeies --
including  runnlng  schools, hospitals,
nursing home:s and other housing facili-
tias, providing adéption ond counsel-
ing services, and many others” One
Cathalic Cardinal-designate and Four
Ceotheolic bishops were among the 39
religious leaders signing the latter.

Orther signers Included top represento-
tives of the Scuthern Beoptist Conven-
Church-Aizszaur
Synad, Church of Jesus Chrisr of Lattar-

tian, tha Lutheran

day Saints, Assaombliez of God, the
Church of fthe Mozerzne and rthe

Salvation Army, olong with c callection
of smcllar Protestant denominations,
seven pan-Christian associotiens
including the MNational Assaciation of
Evangealicgle, and two representatives
of Orthodex and Hasidic Judealsm.

Religiows employers would "face
lawsuits for taking any adverse
employment odion -- no matier how
modest -- against an employese for the
public oct of obralnlng <«  eivil
‘marrioge’ with a memhbear of the sams
eax. Thiz it not idle speculation, o=
theie sarts of sifuctions have already
come te pass,” the letter soid. "Even
where religious people and groups
succeed in avolding civil liokllity in
casos like these, they would face other
government sonctlons -- the 1argeted
withdrowal of gevernment cooperas-

flon, grants or other benefits.”

The letter cited the case of Portland,
Meaine, which required Catholic
Chuarities ta extend spousol employese
benefits to same-sex domestic parmers
as a zonditlon of receiving city housing
and community development funds.

"There is no doubi that the many
pecple and groupz: whote moral and

seligieus convictions forbid same-sex

sexual conducr will resist the compul-
sion of the law, and churdh-stale
conflicts will rasult,” the letter said.

Becousc thess wha sblect te giving
equality to some-sex partners have

fFar o Reliable ond Affordohle 24hrs Service
New Narman's Taxi and

Buddy's Transportation Service
Call: 226-2727: 225-9119; 622-8350
Loeated at 137 Sherill St, Clville
Aiso Minl Bug Service and Car Rental
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The meamting took note that 11 Bishops from acress the Reglorl will be
participating in the ordination caremony of Bishop Richards including
the new Apostolic Munclo 1o the AEC Archbishop iMicoln Girusoli, wha
arrived in Port of Spain on 16 Jancary ta toks Bp his appoimtment.
The Parmanant Board welcomed the foct that with =
pal appeintments, all but one of the dioceses from ocross the Reglon
are served by resideni Bishops.

The Permaonent Board received reporis on creative activities acreas
dioceses to mark Vocotions week 8-15 lanuary as well as-on up=
date on good progress of six AEC seminorians (4 from Trinidad, 2
from Jomaica) currently studying Philosophy @1 the Seninary of St
Themas Aguinas in the Dominican Repubiic.

It also reviewed the reports of thg very successfui first Vecotions
Directors Seminar ot 5t. John -Vionney Seminary, Trinidad last
Auqust, and endorsed the call by participants fer mere tralning for
Vecations Promoters and greater witness of unity and enthuslasm by
Catholics, clergy and lalty In afrocting vocations to the service af
Christ In the people of the Region. ¢

been marked as "bigots, wb[e-clhgf'
them to the tull arsenal of government

punishments and prassures reserved |
for racists,” the letter predicted other’ |
conzequencas it same-sex mam‘uwr
wers to gain more legitimacy.

"These punishments will only prow ?
mare Fraquanl and more severs i zivil

‘marriage’ is redefined In additional

jurlsdicfians,” it said. "Becouse low and |
government ot only ceerce and incen-
tivize but also teadch, theze sanctions
would lend greoier moral legitim
to private afforis ro punish thois nuhd'
defend maorricge.”

The push to alter the dafinition of
marriage "warrants speciul arteation
within our faith coemmunities gni
throughout society as. a whols,”
fetter said, bemuse mich an  acrie
woukd - hava "grave cm:equennqs,
including interfering with the relnglaus
f:nedurn uf thoaes who continue o
affirm” traditional morriage. ‘1

"The promotion and protection of &
marringe -- the union of one mon ond
one woman as husband and wife — s
a matrer of the common good and
serves the wall-baing of the couple, of
children, of civil soclety and oll pet

ple,” the letter said.

The value of fraadtional marriages
‘Brﬂ"l:anrlt. any soclaty or gwemmﬂi’
is "a ufiversal goarj #nd = Hhe
“foundational institution of al] T
swcictics,”  said, 5 -

Region’s Bishops focus on Vocations, i
Spirituality, ahead of Guyana meeting (rme)

are held at the Guyono Annual Meeting. It also louded ha =
oppointments of Bishop loson Gordoh to Bridgetown Barbodos o

Kingstown 51 Vincent, and Jamalean Msgr. Kenneth Richards who will .
be ordained Bishop of Si. Ishn't Antigua and Bosssterre St Kitls on s
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Cathoilc Standard, January 27'", 2012

I.etters to the Editor

The Fate of the Elderly :

Dear Editor,

This thems iy inflalrte and inconclusiva
Bur vosse bn e dissisceme sl dalvatad
becouse of its greot importasce. It I
difficult to accurataly deafine alderly
cwing 1o the variad belisf:, concepts or
cercentlant held by people; Some
orgue thot age 5 just @ number; others
bolieve ald age & God's blessings; yet
others fee!l it s a curse - for only the
goecd e young.

Univerzally, the aged are frecied
differently degending on the norms of
their society. In affluent sociefies the
iate of longevily lengds to be higher
thon in poer cnems. Retirement benefits
are said fo be gooed n meost of the

devalopoxd kgl Henges miany perions

from the developing countries migrofe
12 indosintolized nations 19 énjoy same
of these privileges, mainly health care.

n Guyang, there are different cotego-
rigs. of sanior citlzens ranging from sixty
yeors up and based on goneral social
circumistances, Mony aged persens suf-
for hiom a list of aiiments: diabetes,
hypertension, blindness, Alzheimer's,
Parkinsen and arthritis. Some are cared
tor by retotives whe are well off; oth-

mr3 wre ablostly peer and abandeoencd.

Ascension on Facebook

Reor Ediver,

The Romaon
Ascension in

Calkalic CThurch of the
Mew Amsterdam now hos
its very own fFocehook page. The page
will update ~iewers on the internst
abowt importont church dates and times
as well as events; messages from Pars
ish Priest Msgr Terrance Montrose; Pha-
tegrophs  from porish events and

Mosses s well as any other ozpect of
the life of the parish church thor may
be of importance 1o poarish members

FRASER'S BATTERY SERVICE | LTU

Lhe A E R '-uln.--'l Fupcsvrnay e i Rl ..lh-ml

Luckily ocur country i3 richly endowed
with resource: and our 2lderly com-
prise a 7iny fraction aof the popularion.
YWe ocught ro give, locally, soms of The
benefits other countries provide for
thedr eltizens and ours in the Diaspora,
Many eiderly people depend on ramif-
1anees from relotives obrodd.

in 1982, the lare Newton Profitt of
Adult Education Association sponsored
W segtingr wir lhe "Core of rthe Eldariy”.
This was run by a forsign specialist on
geriatrics ‘and locol medical experis.
Covarnment ond NGQO's should formu-
late o naorional plan for the aged
populaiion especially the meogs vulnar-
abile. Cur private sector ond corporais
=niities moy colloborare.

Oine prosperaus businessman declared
e feared 18 become old: so he pre-
ferred io die young. In evary society
pecple should be confident that if they
grow old, they would enjoy the basics
at ¢it offordable cost: right diet, cloth-
ing, housing, medical care and trans-
portation among other henefits. This
can be achieved with the payment of
living wages, salaries and pensions.

Malcolm Maynurd

both @i home ond overseas,
Catholics genercliy In Guyana.

‘Lilees’
the

and

Pleasic
Eplﬂﬂd

Fosebook and
el
friends. It is one of the only Cathalic
churches Iin Guyona to have iis cwn
spuce on Facehosk, which hos hecame
ane af the moit popular social media
forums to disceminote
recent rimes.

WU on

news ta families

information In

Pope Benedict XVI has ztrongly urged
that God's message and Weard as well
a5 the work of His pesple be spread
and shored wusing the most modern
methads ayuilable so that
a wider sodience con be
ramctiged crrid rmoes can be
sauched.

Tha Church of Ascension's
Facebook page is just o
flinle way of expressing
our Faith in New Amster-
dam ond letting pzople
around know what is hap-
pening In our parish—and
special things de happen
in RNew  Amsterdam
{parish), wvery special
things. ]

FPage 4

Politicians should stay
out of Religion

De=ar Editor,

"No Christmos message delivered by
Guytha s President” was o criticol com-
ment crcvlated by Oine VaiceCan Wi
As o coemmitted Christtan, | always
resem [all my life} politicions serding
messages on religious occasions)
festlvals- be it Christion, Hinduy, Musiim
or other falths. It iz manifestly cheap
politics; hyposritical and often patren-
izing and twisting the reol religious
messoge in order o 3cers seme polif
cal points. This dan foeol ne one- I is
glways laughable to read some of the
twisted messages some politicions
issue on the holy events.

They had bettar toke hesd that God
is not mocked. Lt the religicus leaders
cpacnk up oand procaim the Gospel
message; not the business of the politi-
cians In thiz contexi. Politicians cheould
use national events to send  their
messages and score all the palitical

poinfs they want.

Leave the Christian Churches and its
leaders to spread the messoge of the
Gospel of lesus Christ: | om also sure
that the religious leoders of other
faiths can convey the message of their
faith en‘ff,-::rwreh,e enocugh, and do not
naed the politicians for this. They
should get on with natlen building.

Samwel J. Goolsorran

Editar’s Nole

The reloticn beiween “God and Caoesar” is
an old izus on which diffsrenf refigious
communitios take voryng views. A review
of recent event: in the Arch worfd tor
example shows thot the rale of religian in
svolving clrcumstances is rapidly changing.
Religions are incrensingly engoging in
nationad and interoational political and
gconomic dynamics n  many couniies.
At the szaune Fune, varfous polificol oclors
fawe  sniglrilizged and  raligisws
groups in struggles for political power,

iy s

We see the messoges of politicians In
CGuyana fo our voriows religious groups an
their specin! doys as among oiher things o
recegnifion of the imparionce of Heee
religions in sosiefy, VWho! would b8 fie
regciian if our  polificiaine sempferely
disregarded or even denigrated them¥

The Compendium of #he sociol Docirine of |
the Cathalic Church (2005) describes the
political community as a place where the
human persan iz the foundotion; ond so
everyihing must be dirocted 1o terve and
hefp the human  person,  The  Secord
Veoticon Council says “The micsion of the
polifical commumty is “io direc? the aner-
gies of oll citizens foward the comman
good, not in g mechonicel or despolic
fashien, bui by ocling above oll o5 o
maral force which oppsals to soch one's
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Silence also Communication

In a neisy world of constant communicd-
non peopie need silence more 1han
ever. This iz the view aof Pope Bonedicy
XVl expreizad in his mezage for Waorld
Communications Day 2012, which waos
releosed lon. 24 ot the Vafican press
offics.,

Tha Pope does not condemn the social
media and the Intesnei, in fau be feels
fhat for from being the enemy of calm
and Guiet, sccinl media and the Internst
con lead peopls to virteal stundtuarie:
that offer silent reflection, thoughtful
diglogue ond true meoning in life. Ha
says however that sllence is raguired 1o
maoke sanse af thit concinnt stream of
informatlon that peaple neaw recaive via
telavision, rodic and the Interaat.

Vhile the FPope's memage stresses the
importance of sllance within the contex?
of a digital envirenment it iz alko rele-
vant ks e averyday :-m:ia‘lr in which
i [Fve.

In the media we frequdmlly read the
compinis from decent, low abiding

cifizan: who have fo endure the forture

e —— e ] S gty

DESPAIR s the loss of hope or a state
of hopslaszness. "The cmotion of despalr
cun poralyze and debillicte even the
drpngast of souls. Pressures from every

sicle con be perplexing; persecytion can
moke u3 feel a: though we've bean
struck dewn.”

Do we surrender to despalr or try to
evarcome i By twining 1o our Lord and
Saviour lesus Christ and reinstating
hope, for witheut hepe we faler. Many
sifuations in our lives cun be disturbing
with feelings of frustration disappoint-
ment ond fallure surfading. There are
many examples of such situatlons:

siow does o parent feel whan o
heglihy child happily legves the home
to. go on an outing but never raturns?
The report is recelved that the child
had drawned while faking o swim. A
faw haury before, there wos an ener-
gefic, loving child taiking with that par-
ent ond fthen suddenly everything
s2ems lost. The parent then osks her-
self why did this happen? Why did It
happan to my family? Amidst the
search for answers, hope ond feor may
domingte the mind filling v with de-
spair.

«Whar I the reaction of porents, when
o messoge is received that there wos
an acdident in whizch their child per-
ishacd? The mind rhen searchaz to find
what has braught albout such u tragedy
in thelr home. Ackeowledging that

ISOPERN OPTICEL SERVICE
316 Middle St., N/C/Burg,
Tel # 226 -1082
For comprehensive eye

of axcessive noise on a very regvlar
basiz. One parficularly poignant inci-
dent wos recently related by our corre-
spondent from NRew Amsterdom who
reported that sven the people ottend-
ing Christmas services af the Caothelic
and Angllean Churches in New Amsier-
dam found it very difficult if not impossi-

CATHOLIC STANDARD )
P

Telephane:

236-2195
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travel, There is the nolse from canstruc-

ten ecuipment ond generators. Loud

foul-mouthed gongs whe room the
streets often hurt our ear drums by doy
and night. OFf parficular concern iz of
course, o3 we mentioned corlier, the
excessively loud music from buses, ears,
homeas, nightspeis and numersus other
ploces. Not anly daet this music offend
bur it often sesms to be o mojor element
ir, oF couirtbuiory focmor 1o, garherings
that are particularly loud ond agares-
sive

Silent contemplation olko "immerses us in
the source of that Lave whs directs us
rowards our nelghbors so that we moy
feel their suffering and affer them the

Email: catmag@nelworksgy. com
222 Songth Road & Wellimgrarn Stroet, Gaorgatow

ble to parficpote in those events be-
cause of the Incessant, deafening noise
coming from mutic i&is in the streefs.

The seurees of uvnwealcomed nolse are

many and are lncreocing daily o ewr

country. There is the laud sxhouwts of
motor cycles and cars bent on breaking

the speed limit within every corner they

Iight ot Lhrist, his mesioge of lif= and
his saving gifr of the fullnes: of lave,”.
the pope writes.

Evan tome drivers have complained that
loud music in aress where there iz heavy
trafflc can be very daongerouz oz i
makes concentrating Jdifficult.

So sleios i et oy indizpermoble (o1
fhealthy spirimcl aond emcolional lives, o
lock af it can constitute o threGh ta ear

drums and to life and limb itsalf. o

T ———

God Is love, they wander whathar they
wore dessited wnd the love of God
flowing to them endsd. Despoir then
surfaces oand heounts them, removing
them aoll pesce ond tronquility which
they previously enjoyed. They search
to find tocme explonction os ra why
such o trogedy came 1o their doer
staps cannat be found, DPespair then
becomes evident fallowed by feelings
cf hopelesness.

«What happens 1a the family who o faw
hours before lived ecomfartably ond
happily in their home, when suddeniy
there iz o fire which desveys avery-
thing leaving thewn humeless and In o

state of despalr. Mot surprisingly they
become bitler ond wonder why such
devastation they must go threugh. Fear
and Intecurity then lead te despair.

«The dedicoted warker with yeors of
service and geod performonce ap-
praisal may suddenly experience o5
of employment. With o family 1o
maintain, feelings of hopelesines: may
ruln hoppiness, ond despair moy dom|-
nate thoughis. Life then zeams more
complex and the buifsien of despair
conraminotes the mind.

+*¥Whar are the thaughts of a dedicared
and committed wife whose life revalves
around the family, suddeﬁ!y been told
that diverce procéedings have com-
menced and ceporation will follow?
Heartbreck, annoyance, a desire 1o hit

back oll emanate from the feslings of
dasgair.

The sxamples cited are not uncommen
ond' seriously aoffect the wellbeing of
those experiencing such sitvations with o
need 1o reploce emptiness whh fulfill-
ment. A writer udvm;med and | quote:

ME o - -4, s it T

[ s
Viewpoint
by Vibert Parvatan

This treasyre con fill the emptiest of ves-
sels, after all ¢ Jar is designed to hold
something! That Tredsure is God hims=lf,
living within us, bringing his cbundont
life.”

When life i3 filled with despair, we muzt
noT give up: Intlead wa coan turn o
God, sur loving Father to ragoin fecus.
Despair flourishes in the absence of falth
ond hope. Wae carmo! alone carry the
many burddns of life, we hotve i trust in
the Lord and lean on him. When in de-
spair e seams dark and gleomy, while
fiwing in hope, doys could be dhearful
and bright. Wa should net be delven 1o

despair as stated in 2 Corinthicn: 4:8.¢
"We are offlicied jn every way, bul no?
crushed; perplexed, but not driven fa de-
spair; persecided; BUf net fersaken; shruck
down, but nof desfroyed.”

In cur quiet maments we hove te accept,
that tome things will heppan which we
may pever undersinnd. We should or-
tempt! not to seak logic bur faith anc
trust in tha Lervedl., Thers will be fime-
when the burden seems teo much 1«
carry. Bur our faith must be strang a
we sesk the maoster's interveation a
sigied In that beoutiful hymm Whot
friend we have in Jesus, oll our sine ar
griefs to beor! What a privilege 1o corm
sveryihing proyer! © whor
peoce we aften forfeil, O what needless
perin we bear, afl beccuse we oo not corry
everyling fo God in proysr.

to, Gad ih

Wa must constantly strive ta remave des

spair-and replace It with hope and love,
gy | RS LH B T SO e T Sl g
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US Religious Leaders object to treating s me-sex unions 'as if they were marriage’

WASHINGTOMN (CNS) - A lsther
cigied by more than three dozen US.

religious leadors chijects to the specire’

ot religious grovges being forced (o
ircar seme-sex uvnions “as if they were

- "
maorriage.

"Altering the civil definitTon of
'murriuga' doa: nor change one law,
bur  hundreds, even thouvsands, at
once,” said the letter, "Marriage and
Religivws Fremedom Fundomenlial
Goods That Siand or Fall Tegether,"
relaased Jan. 2.

"By = single ¢roke, every low where
rights depend on marital status —- such
os employment discrimination, employ-
men! benefits, adoption, education,
nealith care, elder corg, housing,
proparty and laxation -- wlll chonge
so that some-sex sexuel relationships
must bes traoted az if they were
marriage,” it said.

"Thert requirement; in turn, will apply to
religious people ond groups in rhe
ardingry coursa of their many privale
or public occupatiens and minisiries —-
including running haspitals,
nurilng homes and other heusing facili-
ties, providing aodoption and counsel-
ihg services, and many othars." One
Catholie Cardinal-designate and four
Catholic bishops were ameng e 3%
religiousleaders sianing the letter.

schools,

Other signers included top representa-
tives of tha Southern Boptisi Canven-
rion, the Lurtheran Church-Mitsouri
Synod, Church of Jesus Chrisr of Larec-

day Saints, Assemblles of God, the
Chureh  of the Mazorens ond the
Salvatian Army, along with & collection
ol smoaller Froefestant  denominorions,
s&éven pan-Christien  associations
including the Mational Asseciation of

Evangelicals, and two representatives
of Orthodox and Hesldic Judalsm,

Religious employers would "face
lawsuits far taking any adverse
emplQymeni ocrion -- NOo marner how

mogest == agalnst an employee for the
public acr of obtoining o civil
‘'morriage’ with o member of the same
sex. This is not idle speculation, «s
these soris of situations have already
come 1o pass,” the letter said. “Even
whare religisi: pespla and groups
succeed In avolding ceivil liability in
coses like these, they would face other
gavernsment scnctions -- rhe torgesied
withdrawal of government coopero-
tion, grants or other benafile.”

The lentar cited the case of Fortland,
mMmoine, required  Callwlic
Charities to axtend spouscl employee
benefits to some-sex demastic parfners
os a condition of recelving city housing
and community development funds.

"There Is ne dout that the many
people and groups whose moral and
religious conyictions foroid same-sex
sexval conduct will resist the compul-
sion of the law, and church-state

conflicts will result,” the letter sgid,

which

Because those who objecr to giving
equality to same-sex parners have

For a Refiable and Affardable 24hrs Service
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' ¢ - " =
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Checiors Seminar af S

‘one woman os husband and wife -~ s

= The volue of tretional

are held or rthe GCuyana Annual
eppainiments of Bishop Jasorn Gorden to Bridgerown Borbados dﬂﬂﬂ
Kingstown St Vincent, end Jamaican Msgr. Kenpeth Ridnords whe will
be ordalned Bishop of St. john's Antiguo and Bosseterre St Kitts on

been morked os "higots, subjecting 3
them to tha full arsenal of govarnment }

punishments and pressure: reserved
fQr roclisrs;,” The lemer predicred aorhef

consequences if same=sex mariage
were 10 gain more Iegillmacy.

"These punishments will only grow
more frequent and more severe if deil
'marrlage’ Is redeflned In addillonal
jurisdictions,” it said, "Because law and
gevermment net onty geerce and ncen: j
tivize bur glso teacdh, these soncilons
would lend grecter moral Iag:hmuq'
1o privote efforts to punish those wh
defend marrfage.”

The push ro alier the definlvion o
marriacge "worrants speciol ottention
within  ur fainh communiiies ond
shroughout sociery os a whole,” lhlﬁ

letter swid, I:-acclum such an uchﬂﬂ

would hove “grave consequences”
including Interfering with the "rellglous

freedom of these who contlnue fo

affirm” tradifional morricge.

"The promotion ond protection of
morriage -- the union of one mon ond

& matter of the common good ond
sarves the well-being of the couple, of
children, of civil reclaty and oll peo=
ple,” the letter said.

marrlqu
'rn'.:caﬂd'i any society or government;

is "a universal good" ond Is the S
"foyndational Institution of wall
societies,” 1t sald. of

Bishops focus on Vocations,
Spirituality, ahead of Guyana meeting ¢ome)

2 |
meearing. 1t alse lovded the

The meeting fook note thar 11 Bishaps from across the Ra-g.l:m will be
participating in the ordinstion ceramony of Bishop Richarsde including
the new Aposiclic Muncio ia the AEC Archbishop Nicola Glresoli, wie
arrived In Port of Spain an 16 January 1o toke up his apeaintment.
The Permonent Baard welcomed the foct that with =
pal eppointments, all but one of tha dioceses from across the Region
are served by resident Bishaps.

Tied

. want Eplzon-

e

The Pertmansnt Bodrd received reporis on creative ocdliviies arrtes
dioceses to mark Vocations week 8-15 Janvary os well as-on up-
date on good progress of six AEC seminarians {4 from Trinidad, 2
from Jamalea) currently studying Philosophy ot the Seminary of St.
Themas Aquinas in the Dominican Republic.

It also reviewed the reporis of tie very sucoasstul first Yorolhions
ichn -
August, and endorsed the call by perticipants for more training for.
Vocations Promoters and greater wimess of unity and enthusiosn b;;
Catholics, clergy and lalty in attracting vecations fo the service
Christ In the people of the Region,

Vienney Seminary, Trinidad last
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Are you more honest than 10 years ago? (rrom front Page)

- Professer Poul Whiteley, the study's
- pithor and diractar of the Fxex Cenirs
for the Sthudy of Integrity, said he
- fhcught port of the reason young peo-
pie were found to be moare likely to be
dishonest than older people was be-
- couse "the role madels are not very
pead”. "I you think shout i, you know,
tootballers that cheot on their wives;
some journalists that hack info phones;
hehaviour in the City, where people are
selling findnclal Instruments they think
are no good byt do net soy <o These
kinet ot things," he caid.
Reletivist morality of gourse is not new.

| George Orwell, celebroted humanist

and avthor of “Animal Form" critique of
communism, In hiz pPlotes on MNationalism,
an aqually savere critique of other ide-

| ologles In 19435 os world War il was

- ending, wrole

- “Actions gre held 1o be good of bad,
! nat on their own meriis, but according to

who does them, ond there &5 almost no
kind of cufroge - toriure, the use of hos-

tages, forced labour, mass daporta-

fians, imprisenmient without trial, for-
pery, assassination, the bombing of ci-
vilians - which does not change its maral
colour when it is committed by ‘our
side..”

[oke 3 exomples of coniemporary ex-
‘ample: of internationd) “moral relativ-
jem”

Two wesks age a videe surfaced on
YouTube of 4 American soldier snipers
-~ in Afghoniston urinaring an the bodies
of dead sfghan milltants while maling
coarse comments for the videe, While
Haaclarations” were mode on all sides
esmdsmning the action, 80% of Internet
feedback on the action measured by
the Washingion Fost was firmly In
suppart of the American soldier oction.
A typlcal respanze

“When you see children and corpses
used as road blocks for 1EDs, when the
siench of degih permeates the air
arasund you day in and day ouf, then
grinafing on o deceased enemy thot o
few minvtes earlier was trying to kill
you is somehowe minute in the scheme of
things. Lopping off heads and slitting
throats is somehow nof borbaric?™.
There is universal condemnation of
“terrorist acts’ In which civilions are tar-
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geted, However, just recently a nuclear
cciaavizt In lren wae killed by & car
bomb in the latest of o serles of assassi-
nafions of scientists involved in lran's
nudiear programme. The Sunday Times
gave a detailed report on the Involve-
ment of lsrael’s tecrel service in the ag-
saecinatlon. newspapner: oave
wigde appreving covernge o the report

leraall

and aitack. The day before the assassi-

nation the Head of the Israell Defence
Farces publicly testified thot lsroel was
scbotaging Iren's nucleer program
through what he czliead o series of
] "

vnnatural” acts.

in 2008 Fermer President Corter con-
firmed the open secret thot “lsrael hos
150 or more audear weapons”| hitp://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Muclear_weapcns_and_israel), Desplie
refusing to sign the Nuclear Non prolif-
eraflen Treaty, lirael received technicsl
wssistance from the UK and France in
developing ils nucleor progromme.
However, US and EU sonctions are ba-
ing imposad not on Isrtel but on iran for
its incipient nuclear power programme
which could then te the basis of build-
ing nuclear weapons. {Memerles of the
Invasien of lrag 1o destroy what turned
ouf to be nonaxistent “weapons of mass
desrruction) The “reistvist justification™
for cetien ogains Iran but not agalast
Isroel i that kroel's weapons help it
advance cocmmon VWestern economic
and poiifical interests,

There are other voices, however, thet
do not support the “moral relotivism”
which soys that "Actions are held to be
good or bad, not on their awn merits,
but according to 'who does them”

in his Werld Peace Doy message
January 1. 2012 an Educating Young

People in Justice ond Peace, Pope
Benedict XV1 reminds us that Fresdom
is @ precious value, but o fragile one; it
con be misunderstood ond misused.
“Today, a particularly insidious obstacdle
to the task of aducating i¢ tha maossiva

presence in our saciety and culture of
that relativism which, recognizing noth-
ing as definitive leaves as the uvitimate
criterion only the self with fs desiras,

He urged upen young pecple v par-
ticuior the excmple and whiress of the
true sotisfaction preached and Bvad by
Cheish:
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"Blessed ara those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
sotishied (MI 5:4). They sholl be satls-
fled becauss thay hunger and thirst for
right relations with God, with them-
selves, with their brothers and sisters,
ond with the whole of craotion.”

Some persons commenting on the survey
of the decline in honest In the UK de-
fended the resulis by claiming the gues-
tions reflected an ouldaled false moral-
Ity. “Who should hove second theughts
mbout guickly pocketing o £20 note
found on the street?” asked one reader,
Sa weuld you?

This reminded me ot o visit to Damascus
in April last yecr, just 3 weeks before
the Arab Spring uprising hit Sytia. Qur
family noficed a Cambic on o_busy
Damascus strest (not for from the
Straight Street mentioned Acts where
St Paul was token ofter being struck
down on the Rocd te Damascus) and |
had taken cut my wallet from my
pockef to extraoct money to change Into
Syrion pounds. As we were stepping
into the Combio, suddenly o voice from
behind called out, “Maonsieur, Mansieur”.
| man came up, premsed o USS50 inte
my hand with @ “you just dropped this
fram your pocket’ and hurried off into
the crawd bafore’l could soy more thon
a confused and grateful *Thank you”,
For seme, honesiy still remalng the best
policy. &

Christian Unity Week in
B/V, Triumph

The traditional Week of Prayer for
Christien  Unity was held in the
Beterverwagting/Triumph area frem
Sunday 15 to Sunday 22, Jonuary.
The week bagaa with a zervice ot the
Congregational church followed ecch
afterncon ot 5.00pm with services ot
the Luthercn, Baptist, Moravian,
Presbyterion, Anglicon and AME Zjon.
The week come to an end with a Ser-
vice ot $t Peter' R.C. Churzh, conducted
by Fr. Anil Tirkey S5J. In his homily
Fr. Anll remindad the cengregaotion
abour the need for Christion love since
we are all God's peaple who share the
came falth in the goadness of Gad and
his son Jesvs, This was fellowsd by the
sharing of light refreshments to the
sizable congregation present. 5
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